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B. WEBSTER AND C. MATHEWS 
CONTRASTED. 


Tue remarkable contrast that is exhibited 
between Mr. Webster’s tabulated statement 
and Mr. Charles Mathews’s series of letters 
calls for especial remark, and at this parti- 
cular period should be descanted upon as a 
means of explaining to the public, who have 
but little time to go into these matters, who 
is the more worthy of their countenance 
and support. 


One of the points Mr. Charles Mathews 
has dwelt upon, is the fact, now for the first 
time brought to light, that he first conceived 
the idea of the non-feement of box-keepers, 
and actually paid in one year the amazing 
sum of £700 to these very far from neces- 
sary individuals, so as they should not call 
upon the public for support. We do not, 
of course, mean to register a simple denial 
of this, but knowing what most of the thea- 
trical folks know of the gentleman in ques- 
tion, we cite it as being a remarkable 
episode in the life of the manager of the 
Lyceum. 

Presuming the length of the season to be 
forty weeks, this, if true, would give an 
average uf £18 per week, Seventy shillings 
for six nights would be rather extensive 
wages, even in the gold digging districts, 
for a box-keeper. 

A second remarkable fact is, that Mr. 
Charles Mathews loses as much in one sea- 
son at the Lyceum as Mr, Webster does at 
the Haymarket and Adelphi combined. 
Now, we do not find on examining Mr, W’s. 


_ 





list that\he has been at all restrictive in his 
permissions to write orders, in fact, we notice 
the reverse to be the case; we discover 
periodicals, with very little influence, and 
newspapers, with but a ghost of a circula- 
tion, sending in friends to the extent of a 
dozen per week, totally regardless of Christ- 
mas time, new pieces, or national exhibi- 
tions. One weekly journal has positively 
reached the disgraceful total of 503, and the 
more we draw attention to that point, the 
more surprised are we that Mr. Webster 
should have permitted such a drain upon 
himself to exist. To our certain knowledge 
the sale of that newspaper is under 1,300, 
so that in a space less than Mr. W’s. tabu- 
lated statement includes, (three years) they 
have actually supplied all their subscribers. 
Though we have selected the highest num- 
ber, we are sorry to state that there are 
many above 350 and 400. 


This profusion of liberality in Mr. Web- 
ster, which we certainly and with all good 
friendship think he has much to blame him- 
self for, has by some remarkable concatena- 
tion of circumstances doubled itself at another 
establishment. While every newspaper we 
ever see, and some we scarcely ever hear of, 
have been helping to fill the Haymarket 
with paper, the right of entry to the Lyceum 
must be positively claimed by not only those 
who have gone to the tombs of all the 
Capulets, but by some of the particles of 
Mother Earth, to whom the electric fluid 
of animal vitality never has existed. 

Could Polonius but live in the nineteenth 
century, he would certainly again exclaim 
—very like a whale, 
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_ METROPOLITAN T 


HEATRES. 





DRURY LANE. 

Tuts theatre has been filled in a most ex- 
traordinary manner every night. It appears 
the drama of Gold is increasing in public 
estimation. Several new pieces are now 
ready, which can be brought out immedi- 
ately if necessary, among which the new 
historical drama, Louis the Elevenih, will be 
shortly placed on the stage with the utmost 
attention as to correctness of costume and 
heraldic decorations; the cast will include 
the entire strength and talent of the com- 
pany. The decreased charges for admission 
have been found, as we anticipated they 
would, most beneficial to the treasury, while 
the brilliant appearance of the theatre and 
the stage fully proves that this important 
change could be effected by a competent 
man without in the slightest degree militat- 
ing against the necessary adjuncts. By the 
way, we perceive the lessee has asserted a 
positive claim both to the play and the copy- 
right title, and are very glad to see the 
proper spirit thus evinced; for in times 
like these, when literary plunder is so com- 
mon, it behoves all to guard their property 
with a steady hand and an unflinching eye. 
In our next we may probably give some 
illustrations of this fact. In addition to the 
evening performances, the afternoon repre- 
sentation of the pantomime has done won- 
ders for ‘Old Drury,” and is unquestionably 
a very clever and novel idea, We hear it 
is likely to be still further carried out—and 
really, we quite congratulate Mr. E. T. 
Smith upon the steady hold he is obtaining, 
as a manager, upon the good wishes and 
esteem of the playgoers of the great metro- 
polis. 

OLYMPIC. 

Mr. FarreN is an admirable caterer for the 
public, he has continually a host of novelty, 
‘both in dramas and actors. Morris Barnet’s 
new piece, Lileian Gervais, is fullof interest, 
and the acting of Messrs. Hoskins, G. Cook, 
W. Farren, and Compton, form a phalanx 
of talent worthy of the enlightened andiences 
that listen to them nightly, as well as being 
creditable to the mariagement. Miss An- 
derton is also a great acquisition to the 
company, and displays very great histrionic 
talent. Of the pantomime we have spoken 








before, but it is so very much improved, 
that we feel we should not be doing justice 
to the establishment not to draw the attention 
of our readers to it again, The story of 
Romeo and Juliet is admirably carried out 
and burlesqued, while the artists engaged 
are all that can be wished for. The intro- 
duction of the dogs by the clown is really a 
wonderful affair, and is worthy the price of 
admittance only; their sagacity, and the 
easy manner in which they go through their 
tricks is quite surprising, and ought not to 
go unnoticed. 

MARYLEBONE, 
Tue new dramaof The Rising of the Tide 
rises each night in general approval—it is a 
very interesting piece, possessing much in- 
terest and some very powerful situations, all 
of which are done ample justice to by the 
actors. The part of Jack Capstan is ren- 
dered with great force and expression by 
Mr. Henry Frazer, and his final scene. is 
rapturously applauded. The pantomime 
continues its most successful career with un- 
diminished approbation ; the feats of some 
contortionists are truly astounding, combin- 
ing extraordinary suppleness of limb with 
very considerable grace, 

QU EEN’S, 

The Black Cat of Coventry has been the 
novelty this week, but in truth little or no 
change is needed for Stanfield James’s witty, 
grotesque, and amusing pantcmime con- 
tinues nightly to throng the theatre. We 
hear that some extraordinary novelties are 
in preparation, and which will be produced 
with all that brilliancy of scenic effect now 
such a peculiar characteristic of this excel- 
lently managed establishment. 


STANDARD. 

Mrs. R,. Honner took her benefit on Tues- 
day night, when an enormous variety of 
most attractive entertainments was presented 
—Mr. T. P. Cooke, Mr. Saville, and a host 
of additional talent were announced to ap- 
pear. A new piece, called The Cab Driver, 
has been presented, and the truly gorgeous 
pantomime continues to excite great admira- 
tion and applause. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Mr. Eprror.—In common with other 
correspondents of public journalists, I beg 
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to trouble you with a rejoinder to “ B.W.W.” 
whose remarks have gained currency in your 
Journal of the 19th instant. 

“B. W. W’s.” elogium on the merits of 
the retired tragedian, Macready, few would, 
it is imagined, dispute as being incorrect, as 
the great dramatic actor, although not per- 
fect, has left a name behind him which time 
in its obliterating course will fail to efface 
after he has long slept in “dull cold marble.” 
But it is not to Macready, although we could 
not help touching on the memory of his 
greatness, that the attention of your nume- 
rous readers is desired to be fixed, but it is 
to the affirmative remarks which your cor- 
respondent has so emphatically ejaculated 
in print, viz., that “Mr. Charles Kean for 
general goodness, masterly effect and _per- 
fectness of development in his personations, 
is entitled to that eminence (?) which Ma- 
cready attained.” “B.W. W.” is evidently 
a partial, and if the expression may be al-. 
lowed, an excessively jealous admirer of 
Kean, and to use a little pleasantry, not 
unlike the votaries of Venus, is blind to the 
faults of the object of his studied admiration. 

The writer of this is at a loss to conceive, 
from the well-known capabilities and inca- 
pabilities of Mr. C. Kean, that he should 
be put in juxtaposition with Macready and 
as superior to Phelps, the “ eminent” mas- 
ter and celebrated pupil, as Kean, although 
professedly a tragedian, falls considerably 
short of the vigourous conception, grand 
embodiment of declamation and clear enun- 
ciation which these gentlemen have more 
or less manifested. Kean is good in Hamlet, 
Wife’s Secret, Iron Chest, passable in King 
John, and is well advertised in the play of 
the Corsican Brothers, which if the vast 
number of nights it has been unscrupulously 
placed before the public will give it immor- 
tality and undying approbation, Charles 
Kean need not despair, as himself and 
notorious theatricals will possess an eternity 
of fame—averting the common lot of falling 
into the tomb of nonentity, and will survive 
unapproached in the archives of dramatic 
history, unhurt amidst the warring of the- 
atrical elements, and the envious thrusts of 
barbed criticism. 

But to return from this pardonable di- 
gression, the question presents itself: Is it 
Kean we must do homage to as the greatest 








living actor? Individually we contend that 
Kean is not the mest “eminent” actor we 
have: and more, that he has failed to pro- 
duce in the minds of the majority of his 
auditory an impression beyond that of being 
a second-rate artist; and it may not be un- 
worthy of remark that Charles Kean’s name 
was omitted in the published list of metro- 
politan actors who had the honour of appear- 
ing before her Majesty at Windsor, when 
Phelps appeared to have been graciously 
selected to personate the character of King 
Henry IV, This may appear trifling, and, 
perhaps, to “ B. W. W.” an unwarrantable 
jumping at conclusions, but viewing Mr. 
Charles Kean as possessing the marked 
favor of royalty, and a pronounced “ emi- 
nent” tragedian, one has an indubitable 
right to have presumed that he would have 
figured in that character of the play which 
Phelps so eminently sustains with much 
artistic ability; and it really puzzles us to 
find in what Phelps’s inferiority consists to 
that of Kean, that ‘*B. W. W.” is so in- 
duced, or rather unwilling, to give him equal 
share with the latter. We are happy to 
say that we are no hero worshipper of any 
class or kind, but this we must say, Mr. 
Editor, that the lessee, manager, &c. of the 
Well’s Theatre, for sublime conception of the 
brilliant points contained in the legitimate 
drama, with vigorous utterance and emphatic 
enunciation is superior to the efforts of Kean 
on the same footing, viz., that of tragedian. 

Mr. Charles Kean’s notoriety as an “‘emi- 
nent” tragedian, we are inclined to say, 
resembles much that of Napoleon III., who 
has gained eminence principally through 
being namesake to his uncle, for does not 
the halo of Edmund Kean’s undying dra- 
matic glory surround the son? and may it 
not be haply surmised that the infatuated 
worshippers of the old veteran’s splendid 
genius, those who nightly saw him tread the 
boards of the metropolitan or the provincial 
theatre, under the conscious flush of pride, 
possessing, as he did, to an “eminent” de- 
gree ability and artistic delineation, not less 
with the majesty of natural impersonation, 
(and perhaps influenced alike with the 
memory of the father as with the glare of 
royal patronage bestowed on the son) blindly 
attach an undue importance to the tragic 
acting of Charles Kean, 
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A word in conclusion, Your correspon- 
dent, “‘B. W. W.” for some apparent un- 
accountable reason, perfectly anomalous, 
couples Mr. Benjamin Webster’s name with 
Phelps, as we have taken it, as alluding to 
tragic acting. It must be confessed by us 
that we have yet to learn that Benjamin 
Webster lays claim to tragic performance— 
certainly it is evident to all that his temple 
of the drama is rarely made the theatre of 
tragic performance—and on such an occasion 
Webster rarely, if ever, takes a leading part. 

Then why his name with Phelps’s by way 
of simile to that of Kean ? 

Apologising for this lengthened intrusion, 

I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Ww. R. W. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


NOTICE,.—The Thirteenth Volume is now ready, 
and may be had of the Publishers, 113, Fleet 
Street, Price 4s. 6d. 

L. M.—We feel obliged by your observations: 
We have received a great number of letters 
upon the “order system” at the theatres, 

| some of which are, we think, hastily written, 
but all very true as regards Mr, C. Mathews, 


W. W.—The Journal is not bound for 4s. 64d., 
the binding will be ls. more. The volume is 
forthe whole year of 1852. 

J. James—Our Paris correspondent is deceased, 


W. H. M.—The letter you speak of came to hand 
on Wednesday evening, the cause of not getting 
it before was on account of its being directed 
wrong. It was addressed 113, Strand, in- 
stead of Fleet Street; for the future our 
friend will oblige us by directing his commui- 
cations to our private residence, which is at 
the last page of our Journal, 


B. W. W. has been received, it shall appear the 
first opportunity. 


Monte Cuaisto is thanked, in all probability he 
will hear from us. 














SORA Anne 


» 4 
Pe) 


Che Theatrical Journal. 








WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26th, 1853. 


TRAGEDY vw. HORROR. 


Mr. Epiror.—I seek not to defend the 





obsolete custom of dramatists, who 
“On horror’s head horrors accumulate,” 

but I should like to know what is the 
drama? Are we to go to Mathews and Co. 
at the Lyceum for an answer? Every one 
knows that the corps of irregular cavalry 
there, are inadequate to maintain the na- 
tional honour. Shall we go to Kean at the 
Princess’s? Well, but Corsican Brothers 
and Vampires—horrible enough in all con- 
science, God knows, will not illuminate our 
minds on the subject. 

Sir, I am an old-fashioned man in some 
respects, and I own I like something solid 
and substantial in the way of dramatic 
viands. I like to see a good play well 
acted: not only to be amused but elevated 
at the same time. Where then shall I go? 
I want to see a new drama. Tragedy with- 
out horror, if you please: but dramas that 
deal with passions nobly and earnestly. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
Dramatcus, 








AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








SOHO THEATRE. 


Tue club known by the name of the 
‘“‘ Players” entertained a highly respectable 
audience at this theatre on Thursday last. 
The performance commenced with Zhe 
School of Reform. Mr. B. Palmer was the 
Lord Avondale, who played the two last 
acts with great judgment; the General 
Tarragan of Mr. C. Kingdon cannot be too 
highly spoken of, being a fine specimen of 
the warm-hearted irritable old soldier; he 
was warmly applauded throughout his per- 
formance. Mr. Percival is very much im- 
proved of late, and upon this occasion, in the 
the character of Ferment, has established 
him as one of the best light comedians we 
have as an amateur—his person, voice, and 
buoyancy of manner, are qualifications well 
suited for such gentlemanly characters— 
his acting and bye-play was altogether ad- 
mirable. Mr. Vincent played with good 
judgement, but we thought he looked rather 
too old for the character. Tne Robert Tyke 
of Mr. W. Harrison has seldom been sur- 
passed—it was full of fine feeling in many 
parts and conscious guilt in others; the 
scene where he meets with his poor old 
father in the wood, whom he supposes to be 
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dead, was masterly given, and drew down 
a peal of enthusiastic applause, and in many 
other scenes he was equally great. We 
thought in the first scene he shewed too 
much levity and not sufficient cunning, or, 
to speak in other terms, he was rather too 
forward before he was satisfied he knew 
Lord Avondale; however, to say the least 
of it, we know of no actor on the regular 
boards that would give more effect to the 
character, unless it is Mr. Hoskins, who is 
admirable in it, and who ought to play it 
more frequently, The old characters were 
all well done, particularly old Tyke, by Mr. 
Crombie, who is a great artist in such parts; 
even the Bailiff, by Mr. Merton, and the 
servant Peter, by Mr. Freeman, were in 
the hands of very clever and experienced 
amateurs. Miss Baddeley, as Julia, looked 
pretty, and her sister, as Shelah, gave the 
Irish dialect very well. Miss Featherstone, 
who enacted Mrs, Ferment, is new to us; 
she has evidently requisites to make a useful 
actress, and shewed symptoms of ability. 
Miss Arnold was good as Mrs. Nicely, but 
looked too young. The drama of Don Cesar 
de Bazan followed, and in this part Mr. C. 


Vincent was exactly at home—he played it 
not quite so well as James Wallack, but 


little inferior to any other actor. Miss 
Neville was the Maritana, who looked and 
acted charmingly, and who is evidently gain- 
ing confidence and improving very much, 
and who bids fair to become a star in the 
hemisphere of amateurs, and who, if she 
goes on, will ultimately be transplanted to 
the boards of a regular metorpolitan theatre. 
This drama was well performed by the 
whole of the characters, who appeared to 


please an enlightened multitnde of admiring 
friends. 


LONDON MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION, 


One of the best of the elocutionary classes 
that figure away at this Institution gave an 
entertainment on Wednesday last.. The 
pieces selected on this occasion were much 
more suitable and entertaining than those 
which are generally chosen. When we en- 
tered the theatre we found Mr, R. Carter 
and Mr. G. Pechey going through the third 
act of Othello; the former gentleman de- 
livered the text with great point, and, we 
may add, power and pathos; we do not at 





all times approve of Carter's readings of the 
great poet, but in this instance it was evi- 
dent he had most judiciously studied him. 
The Iago of Mr. Pechey was well conceived, 
but it was rather feeble, and if in these 
readings the reciter attempts acting, the 
bye-play should also be considered; how- 
ever, take it as a whole, it was very tredit- 
ably acted, and appeared to give general 
satisfaction. A scene from The Gamester 
was given with great propriety by Messrs. 
Cazaly, Drury, and Peachey; Beverly was 
well personated by the first named gentle- 
man, whose elocution is clear and correct, 
the emphasis being attended to, and a pro- 
per time being allowed between the —. 
to give good effect to the Hy oo scene 
from the farce of Raising the Wind went off 
with great eclat; Mr. Upton, as Diddler, 
kept up the part with spirit, and caused 
great laughter; the part of Sam was no 
less entertaining, by Mr. Edlin, The well- 
known scene between Sir Edward Mortimer 
and Wilford, from Colman’s play of The 
Tron Chest, was ably acted and recited by 
Mr. Donaldson and Mr. W. Congreve. Mr, 
C. R. Carter recited with great animation 
the “Epping Hunt,” which caused great 
laughter. A scene afterwards from Henry 
the Fonrth was weg, | well done; the 
character of Hotspur, by Mr. Joseph Upton, 
brought forward his ability in bold relief, 
and was warmly applauded. The last farce 
went off with increased effect—we allude to 
The Spectre Bridegroom—every part was , 
ably and efficiently acted. The character 
of Dickory, by Mr, E.- Davis, was rendered 
highly amusing ; this gentleman has a comic 

hiz, not unlike the late Mr. Liston—when 
he first came on the whole audience was in 
a continued roar of laughter; his actin 
was full of humour from first to last—an 
Mr, E. West acted up to him exceedingly 
well. Mr, Smart was in the chair, and the 
audience was a bumper. 


|}GRENVILLE HALL," 


Ow Tuesday, the 25th ult., Mrs, Rolles de- 
livered a lecture on that very popular sub- 
ject which is now engrossing the attention 
of the British public, y, “ American 
Slavery.” The lecture was illustrated by 
passages from Mys. Stowe’s excellent work, 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. The lecture was at- 
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tended by a numerous audience, who tes- 
tified their approbation by repeated rounds 
of applause: it was well got up and deli- 
vered, and is likely to contribute to rouse 
the attention of the public to that subject. 


CHRIST CHURCH INSTITUTE, 


A soiree was given in the spacious rooms of 
the new schools at the bottom of Johnson 
Street, Commercial Road East, on Wednes- 
day the 16th ultimo, which was crowded on 
the occasion, there being not less than 600 
persons present, the principal part being the 
fairer sex, who graced with their presence 
thejscene of dazzling light. It was presided 
over by the Rev. W. Quekett, M. A., who 
stated in a very able address to the assembly, 
**how much he regretted the confusion that 
had taken place in consequence of the great 
number present more than was expected, 
and the committee arrangements not having 
been carried out, which was, that all per- 
sons should procure their tickets prior to 
Monday, the 24th, instead of which, tickets 
vere sold up to the morning of the soiree, 
hence the number was not calculated for, 
and the committee had a demand of twice 
the amount upon their resources, and the 
necessary consequence had arisen, that all 
could not be satisfied. He deeply regretted 
this,” and continued by excusing the com- 
mittee from blame. The programme was 
obliged to be deviated from, as many of the 
parties down in it were not present. It 
consisted of vocal and instrumental music, 
recitations by members of the elocution 
class, who most decidedly were the “ bright 
and particular star’ on this occasion; for 
the little they did, (with one exception ) was 
decidedly of such a quality that is rarely to 
be met with at entertainments of this class ; 

the feeling and earnest manner in which 

they seemed to do their parts showed how 
great a desire they had for the entertainment 
of those that had gone to see them. Among 
the vocal portions of the evening, a gentle- 
man sang the “ Low Backed Car” very 

sweetly, and a young lady (will she pardon 

the lapsis in placing her second?) sang most 

beautifully two or three very neat ballads, 

and was well received. Mr. J. Arrowsmith 

earried all before him during the time he 

was on the platform; giving some of those 

funny rambling songs made so popular by 





Mr. John Parry. Of the elocutionary por- 
tion we have before spoken highly ;_ the only 
thing during the. evening we should have 
been inclined to draw our editorial pen 
through would have been a recitation, ‘* Sam 
Weller’s Love Letter; " it was either un- 
fit for the gentleman or the gentleman unfit 
for it, one of the two things is certain, for it 
was most poor and weak! given with evi- 
dent labour, and great strain after nothing : 
however, the committee are indebted to him 
for his good intentions on the occasion. 
Owing to the absence of some of the person- 
ators of scenes, a piece was very humour- 
ously given by a gentleman, whose name we 
did not catch, or it would be worthy of 
mention; it was rapturously received. Then 
the omitted piece, a scene from Henry the 
Eighth, was gone through by Messrs. G. J. 
Dawson and Nelson Steyne, and much we 
were delighted with it, had it been left out 
the audience would have lost a treat; for 
sucl it was. We were at a loss which to 
admire most, the eloquence of Wolsey, 
(which was given most beautifully) or the 
silent sorrow of Cromwell, (which was ex- 
pressed most clearly). Both parts were 
most ably sustained, as the loud applause at 
the end, which lasted for some niinutes, tes- 
tified. The scene. from Charles XII was 
equally successful, owing to the very spirited 
way in which it was gone through, for it 
managed to keep the audience in a complete 
roar of laughter from the beginning to the 
very last word. This, we must say, was 
accomplished by the very intelligent way in 
which the Brock of Mr. Nelson Steyne was 
rendered—it was full of all the humour, 
wit, and John Blunt honesty that belongs to 
the part; the result, however, could not 
have been gained had it not been for the 
support given by Mr. Donovan, as Muddle- 
work—he was the very essence of inquisi- 
tiveness. The evening, altogether, was as 
pleasant an one as we have spent for many 
a day; we look forward with anticipations 
of renewed pleasure on their next meeting, 
which, if as spiritedly got through as was 
this last, we can assure our readers, those of 
them who may feel disposed to honour them 
with a visit, that they will find it an enter. 
tainment in every way deserving the highest 





patronage, as being devold of any thing like 
frivolity, yet is amusing and instructive. 
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PROVINCIALS. 

CoLosseEUM.—BrapFrorp,.—The Infant Rosa, 
pupil of Madame Bowran, a first class tenor and 
musician, under six years of age, made her debut 
here on the 10th ultimo, 
the child, and the very able tuiiton of Madame 
B. have produced a prodigy to the musical 
world; her sentimental singing and comic deli- 
neation of character we never remember to have 


of January, and produced there Balfe’s opera of 
The Devil’s In It. 


Mr. W.S. Woovin,—We understand the most 
tempting offers have been made to this gentle- 


The natural genius of | 4" to visit-many of our provincial towns, but 


such is the uninterrupted success of his enter- 
tainment that he is likely to remain in the me- 
tropolis throughout the entire season, 


THEATRICAL ExPenpituRe.—The following 


witnessed so powerfully portrayed by so young | statistics of expense attendant [on the original 


a child. 


She meets with a double encore upon | production of Sir Bulwer Lytton’s comedy of 


every appearance. She this week appears as 95, | Money at the Haymarket Theatre will be found 


in character, 
praise of Madame Bowran in her careful tuition 
of the Infant Rosa, Madame is, of course, also 
engaged with her, she is a first-rate singer ; also 
Mr. and Mrs, Dwight, the best of Ethiopians 
on the stage, added to which the lady is a very 
neat sentimental singer, and the gentleman a 
geod musician and the best dancer in his line. 


The other principal artists are Mr. Vining and 
Mr. and Mrs, Lishman. 


Ipswicu.—The Theatre Royal continues to 
be extremely well attended, and Mr. Hooper 


appears indefatigable in his efforts to win public 
approval. 


SHEFFIELD.—The season approaches its ter- 
mination, and it is said, but we know not with 
what degree of truth, that Mr. T. Caple resigns 
the management, Egerton Wilks’s play of The 
Wren Boys has been revived most successfully. 


Leeps.—Princess’s.—King Charles’s Croft. 
Onr old and esteemed friend, Mr. W. S. Thorne, 
has commenced his season with every prospect 
of his usual brilliant suecess—promises of dis- 
tinguished patrongage being even more than 
usually cheering. The company comprises most 
of the old favourites with some important addi- 


tions—and an enormous variety of novelties are 
announced, 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER. BOX 








Press Orvers.—Sir,—May I be permitted 
to state what in justice to the press ought to be 
the candid admission of a certain London man- 
ager, after insulfing that influential and useful 
body—‘* Gentleman, I am obiiged to allow so 
many complimentary admissions to sheriff's 
officers and their underlings for certain services, 
that my receipts are considerably reduced 
thereby ; you will, therefore, pardon me, gentle- 
men, for making you the tool for shaking off 
such incumbrance, you not being a persona 
enemy like the other party spoken of,” 

Fair Pray. 


THE THILLON TRouPE.—Madame Thillon, Mr. 














We cannot speak in too great | interesting to our readers :—“‘ In the first place, 


the anthor received a sum of £600 for the Lon- 
don right of acting the play, extending, we pre- 
sume, according to custom, over a period of 
three years; Mr. Macready received a weekly 
salary of £250, Miss Faucit £30, Mr. Wrench 
£18, and Mr. Vining £8 or £10, making alto- 
gether an increased outlay of £176 or £178, 
without taking into account any of the other 
costs of production, in the shape of costumes, 
scenes, and decorations. The play ran for up- 
wards of fifteen weeks. By the aid of the sim- 
ple process of multiplication, we shall now arrive 
at some very curions and rather startling results, 
Author, £600; Mr. Macready, £2250; Miss 
Faucit, £450; Mr. Wrench, £270; Mr. Vining, 
say £120; total, £3690, irrespective of the 
other costs of production, and the regular un- 
abated nightly expenses of the theatre, which, 
added to this amount, would bring up the total 
expenditure, during the run of Money, to the 
prodigious amount of at least £13,000. 

Mr. W. E. CARPENTER’s ENTERTAINMENT.— 
This gentleman is engaged by Mr. Nelson Lee 
to give his popular descriptive musical and pic- 
torial entertainment of ** Scenes and Songs from 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin”’ at the City of London The- 
atre, in Passion week, 

Drury Lane.—On Tuesday last a number of 
gentlemen interested in theatrical and dramatic 
affairs assembled in the greenroom of Drury lane 
Theatre for the purpose of witnessing the un- 
usual occurrence of a theatrical lessee recog- 
nising the services of those individuals in his em. 
ployment by the presentation of valuable testi- 
monials to them, Sir Henry Webb, Bart., pre- 
sided, and Lord Lennox acted as vice chairman 
on the occasion, and, on the behalf of the lessee, 
Mr. Smith, presented a handsome chased silver 
snuff-box to Mr. E. Stirling, the stage-manager 
of Drury-lane Theatre, and Mr. Higgie, the ac- 
ting-manager of the Marylebone Theatre, Mr, 
Smith then presented to Mr. Harris, the trea- 
surer of the Marylebone Theatre, a similar snuff 
box in acknowledgment of * his trne and faithful 
services for years.” The gifts were presented 
with appropriate complimentary addresses to 


Hudson, and their operatic troupe were at the | each of the recipients, who acknowledged the 
Chesnut Theatre, Philadelphia, iv the early part | compliment paid them in grateful language, 
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Strano THeatre.—The short season for 
which this theatre was taken by Mr. Allcroft, 
for dramatic purposes, having expired, itis the 
intention of Mr Henry Russell to give a series 
of entertainments, 


Mr Atcrorr.—In consequence of the ex- 
traordinary saccess attendant On this geutleman’s 
concert at Exeter Hall, he is now organising a 
second, to take place at the Lyceum Theatre. 





DARKNESS AND LIGHT. 
Inevitable death! - And thou must come! 
To lie in such a fashion in the clay, 
Worms for our friends and ashes for our home ! 
No holy sunshine and no gentle day. 
© God ! it seems impossible to die ; 
Can it be true that those we lov'd so well 
Are rotting in the earth, and we must lie 
So soon amid corruption? It were hell — 
Yea, this unto our souls; but hope serene 
Lifts up her face divinely to the light, 
Proclaiming God is good as infinite— 
Ani the Divine is in us all nnseen, 
Invisible, etherial Life! our sight 
Is dim and fearful, and thou art so bright ! 


THE SAME, 
Evade it not, in terror and dismay ! 
Our life is but a drama, and to sleep 
So dreamlessly the centuries away 
In a repose for ever calm and deep 
Is scarcely awful. Rather let us say 
“O mighty and mysterious curtain fall 
At the unquestionable will above ! ” 
What! shall the high behest of love appal, 
For heaven and earth inform us God is Love. 
Thou atheism of the dust begone ! 
Spirit ineffable! Eternity 
Is not a thought of horror; tis the sun 
That blinds and dazzles the week human eye! 
There is a Sun, and that can never die! 
B. B. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 














OYAL SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 
73, Dean St.,Soho, Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, Lessee, Mr. Thomas Mowbray. 
Manager, Mr. Shirley. ‘This elegant and 
commodious Theatre, magnificently decorated, 
and complete in every department, capable of 
containing 700 persons, is now to let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Public Meetings, &c, As a Dramatic Academy, 
it will be found to possess peculiar advantages, 
actual Practice on the Stage being combined 
with general tuition. The greatest attention is 
paid to the comfort and convenience of its 
patrons, while its respectability is ensured by 
a strict and correct mode of management. 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE, 





INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Fencing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
nected with the Theatrical Profession. Terms 
may be obtained at the office of the Theatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be secn 
casts of the various plays in preparation, 





EW ADDITION.—Magnificent Shrine or 
Memorial in Honour of the Late Illustri« 
ous Wellington, representing him as in the 
olden times, reposing on a tented couch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 
in a Field Marshal’s uniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covered with the mantle 
of the Order of the Garter. Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square.—Admittance, 1s. 
Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 
HE Largest, most Elegant, and best BALL 
ROOM in London. Open every Evening. 
Grand Selection of Novelties for CHRISTMAS. 
During the week Mr. W. M. Packer’s cele- 
brated Band will perform,’ in addition to the 
usual variety of Dance Music, (at the commence- 
ment of each part) one of the following Granp 
ConcerTED Pieces, arranged expressly for his 
Orchestra, viz—Operatic Selection from Jullien’s 
Opera, “PIETRO IL GRANDE,”—Bellini’s 
favourite opera, ‘‘I PURITANI,” and Fantasia 
on Aria’s selected from the opera of ““ NORMA.” 
ProGrammMe—Part I.—Concerted Piece (at 
above announced); Polka, “Sydenham,” (Ist 
time); Waltz, “ Les Trois Anges,” (1st time, ) 
Quadrille, ‘*Les Follies du Carnival ;’’ Redowa, 
The Sun”; Polka, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” 
(Ist time); Quadrille, ‘“ Bonnie Dundie ;” 
Polka, ** Topsy’s;” Galop, “Arline,”’ (Bohemian 
Girl). An interval of Ten minutes, Part II, 
Operatic Selection; Quadrille, ‘The Ancieut 
Custom, (Ist time)—W.M. Packer; Valse Gene- 
veve, (Ist time); Polka—Vocal—* The Sere- 
nade,’’ (1st time); Quadrille, “The Oak and the 
Ivy ;”’ Schottische, “ The Windsor,” (1st time) 
Polka, “The Juno,” (1st time); Galop, **The 
Blues.” Admission One Shilling. Doors open 
at Eight and close at Twelve o’clock. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ....00s0000-eeeeeeee One Shilling 
Six Months  ...seeseeese-seseeeeecee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Monthe..............0+.-.. Four Shillings. 
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